The issue of rural development is one of the most formidable problems facing most of the less-developed countries today, including Nigeria. While a great deal of progress has been made in Asia and Latin America, however, the situation in Africa remains the most problematic, and with up to 70 per cent of its 88.9 million people still living in the yet-to-be-developed rural areas, Nigeria has about the most daunting task of rural development in the continent.
Introduction
The issue of rural development is one of the most formidable problems facing most of the less-developed countries today, including Nigeria. While a great deal of progress has been made in Asia and Latin America, however, the situation in Africa remains the most problematic, and with up to 70 per cent of its 88.9 million people still living in the yet-to-be-developed rural areas, Nigeria has about the most daunting task of rural development in the continent.
But rural development -the transformation for the better of the physical, psychological, social, economic, political, and cultural conditions of the rural populace -holds the key to national development. It holds the key (1) because of the enormous size of the rural population as compared to the small percentage living in the cities, (2) because of the very large share of the country's natural resources located in the rural areas, and (3) operations.
With this kind of concerted emphasis at the local, state and national levels and the sustained massive financial support, DFRRI has been busy all over the country providing tarred and untarred rural feeder roads, rural electricity, potable water supply, sanitation services, rural housing services, adult education, and rural manpower development services. It is also providing the rural populace with community rural health education, information services, home economics instruction, food and other agricultural production services, and many other services which space limitation does not permit us to enumerate. The result is that there is scarcely any of the more than 100,000 communities in the country one will turn to without seeing one kind or the other of DFRRI development activities in progress.
Surely, there are occasional, and sometimes biting, criticisms of the directorate in the execution of some of its rural development projects, especially with respect to a number of its untarred rural roads that get washed away at several points by erosion during the rainy season and many of its water boreholes that become dry a few months after commissioning. Nevertheless, the creation and continued funding of the directorate in the way it is today constitute some kind of a revolutionary approach to Nigeria's process of national development for the following reasons:
1. (Ogan, 1980) as a 'government controlled form of communiation'. According to another communication expert (Kunczik, 1988) (Nwosu, 1989 This journalist also is professionally oriented in ways that are similar to those of the 'self-critical'9 journalist isolated by Charles Okigbo (1987) in a factor analysis study of Nigerian journalists. According to Okigbo, the selfcritical professional lambasts most of his fellow journalists for owing allegiance to politicians, for engaging in power struggle, for being factious, for performing poorly, for allowing partisanship to colour their professional performance, and for being easily manipulated by people in power. Apparently, this self-critical journalist, by so sharply castigating those who are perceived to be a sell-out to the power structure, solidly identifies himself with the interests and aspirations of the people. As Table I clearly shows, the three types of journalist -the conventional journalist, the developmental journalist, and the development journalistare all engaged in development journalism, the only thing is that they are engaged in it in varying degrees in accordance with their differing levels of commitment to the values of development journalism and their equally dissimilar orientations to their professional roles. In other words, every journalist in a less developed country produces some measure of development journalism, since development journalism stands at the centre of journalism practice in the less developed countries. Communication scholars (Golding, 1979; Ogan, 1987; Kunczik, 1988) Idowu Sobowale (1988) tested a model of commitment in which demographic/socio-psychological factors were used to predict to professional value orientations which in turn were used to predict to professional commitment, and reported that 'the model does not work, at least for Nigerian journalists' whom he studied. The only meaningful relationship he found was that between 27 demographic/socio-psychological variables on the one hand and the professional value orientations and the professional commitment on the other. However, Sobowale's definitions of professional orientation and commitment were radically different from the way these variables are conceptualized and defined in this paper.l° Also, the perception here of the role of the journalist in the development process is different from this.
If research provides support to the conceptualizations and definitions presented here, this would aid in the better understanding of the role which development journalism actually plays in the process of rural and national development, in the light of the different kinds of journalists who are engaged in that journalism. _ .. , ' The current trend in the conceptualization of the role of development journalism is to define it more broadly and more dynamically than the mere conception of it as a kind of journalism used in the promotion of public programmes meant to improve the living conditions of people. Thus, taking a cue from Narinder Aggarwala's (1979) A long standing anomaly in mass media coverage of the rural areas was, as we pointed out earlier in this paper, failure of the media to give a hearing to rural residents. What government officials and other city residents said about or did in the rural areas were the things that made news, a good example of the trickle-down syndrome. The news reports had little or no meaning to the ruralites, since the reports constituted coverage of the usual government officials and other city-based news makers and not coverage of the rural people and their activities. Now that rural people have begun to be heard through news and other journalistic reports, that some of the rural communities have their own rural newspapers, that more and more of the rural communities have television viewing centres, and that a number of them have even become local government headquarters with all the governmental, legislative, and other developmental activities arising from such new status, these should pose some far-reaching implications for rural development.
The most immediate implication is of course the enhancement of the status of rural people as news makers, many of whom in fact happen to be important decision makers about issues affecting their lives and the lives of their fellow ruralites. Surely, even before their views and activities began to be given media coverage, most of them were known to their compatriots in the rural areas as opinion leaders and news makers of some sorts, but media reportage of such views and activities could help to widen the scope of their influence within and outside the rural areas.
A related implication is that the real needs, problems, and priorities of the rural people would be better known than was the case before to both the ruralites and those in the cities, including public and private policy makers whose actions and inactions are capable of affecting those needs, problems, and priorities. When this knowledge is available, meaningful and hopefully effective policies, programmes, and activities would then be brought to bear on rural development.
Since the rural newspapers and other rural media outlets would also be reporting on local, regional, national, and international events happening outside their locations, rural people would have the opportunity of becoming well acquainted with those events. The more often such events are reported in the context of how they relate to the lives of the villagers, the greater the chance for the people to see the relevance of their own contributions to the overall scheme of things in the nation, and even in the world as a whole.
Apart from this kind of knowledge of a general nature, media reports can provide ruralites with specific and functional knowledge of things, such as how to filter and preserve clean water for drinking, how to apply fertilizer correctly to food crops, simple health habits, such as keeping clothing and surroundings clean, and the advantage of breast feeding of babies.
The rural newspaper also has the opportunity of setting the agenda of rural and non-rural events for rural residents. As Francis Kasoma (1991) has argued, the rural newspaper could also find itselfs involved in a situta (Janowitz, 1968) Thus, what is important is how the rural reporter and his or her editors handle the news and other copies that get published in the press on rural affairs and not necessarily whether the stories are published in print or electronic media. Of course, certain kinds of copy go better in some kinds of media than in others, but the point being made here is that irrespective of the medium being used, the copy on rural development should be constructed and published in such a way that it has the chance of doing the job for which it meant -that is, contribution to rural development in some way.
In view of some of its important characteristics, radio easily overcomes the barriers of illiteracy and distance better than does the newspaper or any other print medium, and it has been shown to be a very effective medium for use in the rural areas (Moemeka, 1981; Ansah, 1992; Moshiro, 1990; Coldevin, 1991; Moyo, 1990 (Nwuneli, 1987; Obidike, 1987) .
Implications for national development
In view of the pre-eminent position which the rural areas occupy in the life of Third World countries, Nigeria included, any contribution made by development journalism to the rural development process is an important contribution to national development. Since the vast majority of the population resides in the rural areas, it follows that the greatest percentage of the potential labour force in the nation, the largest percentage of the actual and potential electorate, and the overwhelming proportion of the nation's cultural wealth are to be found in the rural areas. The role of development journalism in providing information, adult literacy, education, entertainment, motivation, and general enlightenment in respect of these human factors would constitute a great boost to the national development process.
The same conditions hold in the economic sphere. The rural countryside has the land, the agricultural wealth that provides food for the nation, and the mineral and other natural resources that make the country's economy move. Development journalism may not provide the money, equipment, and manpower needed for the exploitation of this vast economic wealth, but it does occupy a very prominent position in the whole equation of the process of national development (Edeani, 1980; Kunczik, 1988 
